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Executive
Director’s

Message

Desmond Kofi Foe Sena

Dear partners, Stakeholders, and members of the AERC community,

| welcome you to the first quarter edition of the AERC Ghana Newsletter.
This edition highlights our continued work in empowering rural and vulnerable
communities across Ghana through climate action, environmental sustainability, youth
leadership, renewable energy access, community safety, and inclusive local development.

At AERC Ghana, we believe that real development begins with people. Our work is driven
by the active participation of communities, young people, partners, volunteers, and local
stakeholders who share our commitment to practical and lasting change. This quarter,
we have continued to strengthen partnerships, promote community-led solutions, and
contribute to dialogue and action that supports cleaner, safer,and more resilient communities.
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| sincerely thank our team, volunteers, partners, supporters, and the communities we
serve for their trust, commitment, and leadership. Your support makes our progress
possible. As we look ahead, AERC Ghana remains committed to expanding our impact,
strengthening our systems, and building partnerships that create meaningful change.

Thank you for journeying with us.

Our Collective Ambition

Our collective ambition is to build stronger, cleaner, safer, and more resilient
communities where rural and vulnerable people have the knowledge, voice, and
opportunity to thrive. At AERC Ghana, we believe this ambition is best achieved through
shared action among communities, young people, local leaders, partners, and citizens.
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Together, we are committed to advancing practical, community-led solutions in climate
action, environmental sustainability, youth leadership, renewable energy access, research,
advocacy, and inclusive local development. Our goal is to turn ideas into measurable impact
while strengthening dignity, opportunity, and lasting change for the communities we serve.
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NATIONAL
RENEWABLE
ENERGY FINANCE
DIALOGUE

The National Renewable Energy Finance
Dialogue brought together stakeholders
from policy, finance, the private sector,
and development organisations to
address the financing barriers affecting
decentralized renewable energy
systems in Ghana, particularly in rural
communities. The discussion focused
on moving beyond general conversations
on energy access toward practical ways
of financing energy systems that are
affordable, reliable, and capable of
improving livelihoods.

Participants noted that although Ghana
has achieved over 90% electricity
access, many rural communities still
face challenges related to affordability,
reliability, and meaningful use of
energy. High costs, weak rural demand
data, limited credit histories, currency
volatility, and low investor confidence
continue to constrain the growth of
renewable energy projects. Existing
financing models, including pay-
as-you-go, mini-grid financing, and
blended finance, have supported some
progress but remain insufficient to
scale solutions widely.
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The dialogue highlighted several
opportunities for progress. These
include linking energy access to
productive uses such as agriculture
and small enterprises, expanding
blended finance, leveraging carbon

finance, and adopting results-
based financing. Participants
also stressed the urgent need to
operationalize a well-capitalized
renewable energy financing facility in
Ghana. The session concluded with
a shared commitment to stronger
collaboration, improved project
design, and practical action to
expand clean, reliable, and inclusive
energy access across rural Ghana.
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THE NATIONAL
RENEWABLE ENERGY
FINANCE DIALOGUE

FINANCING DECENTRALIZED RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR RURAL
GHANA - TURNING CHALLENGES INTO REAL SOLUTIONS.

MONDAY 30TH
MARCH,2026



DAY OF FORESTS WITH A VIDEO
DOCUMENTARY.

In commemoration of the International Day
of Forests, the Alliance for Empowering
Rural Communities (AERC) organized a
field visit and documentary initiative at the
Chenku Waterfalls and its surrounding forest
landscape. The activity formed part of AERC’s
broader commitment to environmental
education, biodiversity conservation, and
community-centered climate action. The
visit provided an opportunity for the team
to explore the ecological significance of the
forest ecosystem, observe the relationship
between the natural environment and local
livelihoods, and document the importance
of preserving Ghana’s remaining forest
resources.

Through this initiative, AERC sought
to raise awareness on the critical role
forests play in sustaining water bodies,
regulating climate, conserving biodiversity,
and supporting community wellbeing.
As part of the engagement, AERC interacted
with several local residents and community
members living around the Tsenku forest
area.
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Discussions focused on traditional and
community-based approaches to forest
preservation, the environmentaland cultural
value of the forest, and the responsibility
of current generations to protect these
natural resources for the future. Community
members shared insights on how the forest
contributes to rainfall patterns, fresh air,
medicinal plants, tourism opportunities,
and local economic activities.

The conversations also highlighted growing
concerns about environmental degradation,
unsustainable human activities, and the
need for stronger awareness and collective
action to safeguard forest ecosystems.
These interactions created a platform
for knowledge exchange between the

community and the AERC team while
amplifying local voices on environmental
stewardship.

Documentary: https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8BHVJLYTI


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8BHVJljYTIhttp://
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COMPOST PRODUCTION TRAINING
ORGANISED BY THE MASTERCARD
FOUNDATION.

We had a team member partake in a compost training production training organised
by the Mastercard Foundation, in partnership with McGill University and the University
of Environment and Sustainable Development. This training offered a practical and
insightful introduction to sustainable waste management and its role in building
resilient communities. The training provided a hands-on walkthrough of the composting
process, from waste segregation to layering organic materials, moisture regulation,
and aeration techniques. Beyond the technical skills, the programme highlighted the
broader community impact of composting. It positioned composting as a tool for
driving behavioural change, reducing landfill pressure, and creating green livelihood
opportunities, especially for young people and women.
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AERC Ghana’s Nature-Based Solutions Lead was featured
Newspaper with an article highlighting nature-based solutions as one of Africa’s
strongest responses to climate change. The article emphasised the importance
of protecting forests, wetlands, and mangroves, while promoting agroforestry
as a practical pathway to reduce floods, heat, erosion, and pollution. It further
noted that investing in ecosystem restoration can help store carbon, improve
livelihoods, create green jobs, and strengthen community resilience. For Ghana
and Africa, the message is clear: nature-based solutions must be prioritised
alongside clean energy and sustainable development.
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MUST BE INCLUDED

MUST BE PROTECTED

MUST BE HEARD

ARTICLE: WASTE PICKERS

Link: https://aercghana.org/blog-grid-2/
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MUST BE INCLUDED

MUST BE PROTECTED MUST BE HEARD

March 17, 2026

As Ghana and other African countries pursue
cleaner cities, circular economies, and more
sustainable urban development, one truth must
remain central: waste pickers are not periph-
eral actors in the waste sector; they are essen-
tial to it. Across cities and metropolitan areas,
waste pickers recover recyclable materials, re-
duce the volume of waste sent to dumpsites
and landfills, support local economies, and pro-
vide an environmental service that is too often
overlooked. Long before recycling, climate ac-
tion, and resource recovery became dominant
policy conversations, waste pickers were al-
ready doing this work under difficult and often

dangerous conditions.

Evidence from global and developing-country
contexts makes their importance impossible to
ignore. Waste pickers represent about 1 per
cent of the urban workforce globally, amount-
ing to between 15 and 20 million people world-
wide. In low-income countries, they commonly
collect between 50 and 100 per cent of city
waste at no direct cost to municipalities. Their
contribution goes far beyond collection alone.
Waste pickers help reduce pressure on over-
stretched public waste systems, recover valu-
able materials for recycling, cut transport and
landfill burdens, support livelihoods for poor
households, and contribute directly to climate
change mitigation by diverting waste from dis-

posal and keeping materials in circulation.

Yet despite these contributions, waste pickers
remain among the most vulnerable and ex-
cluded workers in the urban economy. Many
operate without protective equipment, stable
income, legal recognition, or access to social
protection. They are often exposed to contami-
nated waste, hazardous working environments,
disease, exploitation by middlemen, anii @ ic

stigma. Women waste pickers face ev(

As part of AERC Ghana’s Waste Pickers’ Rights campaign, we published an article calling
for the recognition, inclusion, and protection of informal waste pickers, whose work
helps keep communities clean, recover recyclable materials, reduce pressure on waste
systems, and support climate action through circular waste practices. The article
highlights the need to value waste pickers as essential environmental workers and include
them in Ghana’s efforts toward cleaner, fairer, and more sustainable communities.
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SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS
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Dignity, recognition, and
fair pay are basic rights for
waste pickers.

Without waste pickers,
rec%/c.:llng systems across
Africa would collapse.
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Globally, about 20 million people Waste pickers are environmental
depend on waste picking for workers. They recover recyclable
their livelihoods, and a large share materials that would otherwise
live in developing regions end up in landfills or oceans.

including Africa.
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As part of our Waste Pickers’ Rights social media campaign, AERC Ghana used
digital platforms to raise awareness about the vital role informal waste pickers
play in building cleaner and more sustainable communities. The campaign
highlighted their contribution to waste recovery, recycling, climate action, and
public health, while calling for greater recognition, dignity, protection, and
inclusion in waste management planning. Through this campaign, we aimed
to shift public perception and remind communities and decision-makers that
waste pickers are not invisible workers, but essential partners in Ghana’s
journey toward a fairer and more circular waste economy.
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MOVING FORWARD

AERC remains committed to advancing climate resilience through
collaboration, knowledge sharing, and community-centered action. As we
move into the next quarter, we continue to build partnerships that transform
environmental challenges into opportunities for sustainable development.
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website: http://www.aercghana.org Alliance for Empowering Rural
Communities




